Council Workshop

Agenda

Council Chamber, Leduc County Centre, Nisku, AB
Tuesday, May 11, 2021

1. Order - 10:00 a.m.
2. Department reports
a) 10:00 a.m. Communications
i) June 2021 County Chronicle topics

√

Mayor Doblanko

b) 10:15 a.m. - State of County - date & topics
c) 10:30 a.m. Fire Services
i) Draft Burning Bylaw
d) 11:00 a.m. Planning & Development
i) Cannabis Land Use Bylaw - amendment options
e) 11:15 a.m. In-Camera (in accordance with S. 16(1) & 27(1), Freedom
of Information & Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act)
i) Economic Development - Rural West Economic Diversification
Plan (RWEDP) follow up

R. Klimosko &
L. Chambers

√

B. Gurmin

√

C. Haverland &
C. Richards

√

M. Gallant

3. Adjournment

√ Attachment Provided
Leduc County is dedicated to serving its citizens and will create an enhanced quality of life
through effective leadership, committed partnerships and open, transparent communication.

2. a) i) 10:00 R. Klimosko &
L. Chambers

Report to Council Workshop

Public

________________________________________________________________________
REPORT NAME
County Chronicle June 2021 topics
IMPLICATIONS
Reason: The attached topic list has been drafted for council’s review for the next edition of the County
Chronicle, which will be in mailboxes mid-June.
Authority (MGA section/bylaw/policy number): N/A
Amount of funding required: $N/A
Funding source: N/A
BACKGROUND
The County Chronicle is written and designed by Leduc County’s communications team and is direct-mailed to
county residents and businesses quarterly, in March, June, September and December.
Consultation with senior management team
Communications has consulted with senior management regarding the proposed topic list. Directors were given
the topics for review and had the opportunity to provide additional topics for council’s consideration.
Message from council
Each issue of the newsletter contains a message from council on a topic of its choosing. This topic will be
determined by council at workshop.

ATTACHMENTS
•

County Chronicle proposed newsletter topics: June 2021

Submitted by: Lindsay Chambers, Communications Coordinator
Reviewed by: Renee Klimosko, General Manager – Financial and Corporate Services
Date: May 11, 2021
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County Chronicle newsletter topics: June 2021
Estimated delivery date: June 18, 2021
The following topics are being proposed for the next issue:

POTENTIAL TOPIC
Citizen Satisfaction Survey reporting
back
Public participation opportunities email
list promotion

Election

Community Standards Bylaw update
Off-highway vehicle safety
Safe boating guidelines
Uncontrolled intersection safety

Fire advisories, restrictions and bans

Introduction to property assessment

DETAILS
We will share the findings of the survey and direct residents
to our website for the full What We Heard report and report
from the consultant.
Short article promoting our public participation
opportunities email list and give instructions for signing up
for this list.
Short article communicating key dates for the election such
as nomination day and election day. We will also direct
readers to our election section on the website for more
information.
We will provide an update on the Community Standards
Bylaw following the public hearing on May 11.
We will remind readers where they can and can’t ride and
how they can ride safely in Leduc County.
We will provide information to help our citizens be safe on
the water this summer.
We will remind drivers how they should behave at
uncontrolled intersections to prevent collisions and
maintain safety.
Short article reminding readers about fire advisories,
restrictions and bans and where to go for the latest
information for Leduc County. Includes link to online
provincial map.
A very high-level introduction to how and when the county
assesses properties, and how assessment relates to
budget and taxation.

AUTHOR

DEPT. CONTACT

Megan Candie Duane Coleman

Megan Candie Renee Klimosko

Megan Candie Rick Thomas

Megan Candie Clarence Nelson
Megan Candie Clarence Nelson
Megan Candie Clarence Nelson
Megan Candie Clarence Nelson

Megan Candie Keven Lefebvre

Lindsay
Chambers

Karen Burnand
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County Chronicle newsletter topics: June 2021 (continued)
Estimated delivery date: June 18, 2021
The following topics are being proposed for the next issue:

POTENTIAL TOPIC
2021 final budget approved, tax rates
set

Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food: Ag
Tour

Local food map: phase two promotion

2021 construction projects

Waste Management Strategic Plan
Waste separate at transfer stations
Rural Roads Initiative

Try a Trail Program

DETAILS
Information on 2021 final budget approval and tax rates as
approved by council on April 27. Includes budget highlights,
requisition information and a sidebar with ‘loonie’ tax-dollar
breakdown.
Two local food tours are being planned for this summer.
One featuring five farms east of highway two and one
featuring farms west of highway two. This article will feature
the farms involved and how citizens can register. Note
registration is limited for this event and all AHS guidelines
will be adhered to.
A call out for more local food producers to be listed on the
Discover Leduc Region interactive map. Phase two will
include producers who use locally-sourced products as part
of their business, such as Rig Hand Distillery.
Share the 2021 schedule of construction projects. Highlight
key projects and direct citizens to the website to review the
full schedule.
Update on Waste Management Strategic Plan. Update the
public on where we are at in the planning process and how
we have used their feedback to date.
Short article on the different streams of waste accepted at
our transfer stations and how to sort your waste.
Update on the 2021 Rural Roads Initiative schedule of
projects.
Leduc County Parks and Recreation is encouraging
citizens to get active and try one of the many trails located
throughout Leduc County. An interactive map highlights all
of the trails and individual maps and guides are available
on our website.

AUTHOR

DEPT. CONTACT

Lindsay
Chambers

Natasha Wice

Katherine
Degaust

Aaron Van Beers

Katherine
Degaust

Aaron Van Beers

Katherine
Degaust

Des Mryglod

Katherine
Degaust

Des Mryglod

Katherine
Degaust
Katherine
Degaust
Katherine
Degaust

Des Mryglod
Garett Broadbent

Dean Ohnysty
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County Chronicle newsletter topics: June 2021 (continued)
Estimated delivery date: June 18, 2021
The following topics are being proposed for the next issue:

POTENTIAL TOPIC

DETAILS

Promote the availability of our campgrounds for July and
August.
An update on what programs and activities are being
Summer programs
planned for this summer for kids and families.
Article detailing elder abuse including signs to watch for
Elder abuse
and what you can do if you or someone you know needs
help.
Share information with parents and caregivers on what to
Family Resource Network: building
watch for, how to support children and what resources are
resilienc in children during the pandemic
available.
Promotion of the Business Registry, which will launch at the
beginning of June. Provide information on what kind of data
Leduc County Business Registry
we are collecting, why we are collecting it, and the benefits
to the business community.
Campground promotion

AUTHOR
Katherine
Degaust
Katherine
Degaust

DEPT. CONTACT
Dean Ohnysty
Dean Ohnysty

Katherine
Degaust

Dean Ohnysty

Katherine
Degaust

Dean Ohnysty

Lindsay
Chambers

Grant Bain

Reporting back on what we heard from the first phase of
public participation, and next steps for the project.

Lindsay
Chambers

Grant Bain

The county is currently working on a number of long-term
plans and projects that will guide the future of the Nisku
Planning for the future of Nisku Business
Business Park; Central Nisku Local Area Redevelopment
Park
Plan (Central Nisku Plan) and Nisku Major Employment
Centre Area Structure Plan (Nisku MEC ASP).

Lindsay
Chambers

Grant Bain

Message from council

Katherine

Duane Coleman

Land Use Bylaw update

Topic to be determined by council
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2. c) i) 10:30 a.m. B. Gurmin

Report to Council Workshop

Public

________________________________________________________________________
REPORT NAME
Draft Burning Bylaw
IMPLICATIONS
Reason: There will be no financial impact
Authority: Section 7 of the MGA
Amount of funding required: $0
Funding source: N/A
BACKGROUND
Leduc County only has a Bylaw for burning within the Nisku Industrial Business Park, (Bylaw 36-19). At present
the County can only enforce the Forest and Prairie Protection Act which limits the enforcement between March
1st and October 31st and the enforcement is very limited in scope. In the proposed Bylaw a Fire Permit would be
required year round and enforcement would have authority to enforce the Bylaw using Municipal Tags and
Violation Tickets. The requirement for year round Fire Permits gives the Fire Services more control of what is
being burned and when. Over the years during the non-permitted season we have received numerous
complaints from residents mostly smoke complaints, as these where not considered a fire risk, therefore they
were directed to Public Health, and with this Bylaw we could address the complaints and regulate the burning to
better serve the residents. After completing a survey of the surrounding municipalities the majority of them
regulate burning year round and use an on-line permitting system, in some cases this is supplemented with a
Fire Guardian program. (See attached survey). With the Covid 19 situation the Fire Guardians are being asked to
issue Fire Permits over the phone and not do site visits, this too could increase the liability of the County. So as
part of the proposal an on-line Fire Permit system would be implemented similar to what is being done in Nisku.
This system would only augment the Fire Guardian system we have in place and not replace it, but would give
residents a choice on how and when to get a permit.

ATTACHMENTS
•
•

Proposed Draft Burning Bylaw
Surrounding Municipalities survey

Submitted by: Brad Gurmin, Fire Marshal
Reviewed by: Keven Lefebvre, Fire Chief
Date: 6 April 2021
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BURNING BYLAW
Bylaw No. x-21
Leduc County
A BYLAW TO REGULATE THE SAFE DISPOSAL OF BURNABLE DEBRIS.
WHEREAS
Section 7 of the Municipal Government Act provides that a council may pass bylaws for municipal purposes
respecting the safety, health and welfare of people and the protection of people and property;
the Forest and Prairie Protection Act, RSA 2000 c. F-19, as amended, (the FPPA) grants certain additional
powers to Leduc County including the power to appoint fire guardians, enforce the FPPA and control fires;
and
the council of Leduc County wishes to provide for the prevention, regulation and control of fires within
the County.
NOW THEREFORE
be it resolved that the council of Leduc County, duly assembled, hereby enacts as follows:
1

PART 1 - TITLE

Title

This bylaw may be cited as the “Burning Bylaw”.
2

PART 2 - DEFINITIONS

Definitions
In this bylaw:
(a)

“Burnable debris” means all combustible waste other than prohibited debris and
is not limited to, brush and fallen trees, wooden materials, which do not contain
wood preservatives, leaves and tree pruning’s, pallets and wood crating material,
cardboard, waste paper;

(b)

“Council” means the council of Leduc County;

(c)

“County Manager” means the chief administrative officer of the county, or their
delegate;

(d)

“Fire advisory” means an indication that a fire restriction or ban may be
implemented if weather conditions don’t improve. If a fire advisory is issued,
certain restrictions may be placed on burning;

(e)

“Fire restriction” means fire permits will not be issued. As well, all fire permits
previously issued are suspended, as per the Forest and Prairie Protection Act. All
open fires burning at the time the restriction comes into effect must be
extinguished immediately. Certain restrictions may be placed on different types
of burning;

(f)

“Fire ban” means fire permits will not be issued. As well, all fire permits previously
issued are suspended, as per the Forest and Prairie Protection Act. All open fires
burning at the time the restriction comes into effect must be extinguished

G:\Council Submissions\Council Workshop\2021 Workshop Items\May-2021 Workshops\May 11-2021 Items\2021 Draft Burning
Bylaw working copy.DOCX

Burning Bylaw
Bylaw No. x-21
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immediately. All solid fuel outdoor burning is prohibited, the use of gas fueled
barbecues, heaters and fire pits are allowed;
(g)

“Fire chief” means the employee of Leduc County who is appointed fire chief for
the county or his/her designate;

(h)

“Fire guardian” means a person named or appointed as fire guardian pursuant to
the FPPA and this bylaw;

(i)

“Fire permit” means a permit issued by the fire chief or their designate
authorizing the setting of a specific type of fire;

(j)

“FPPA” means the Forest and Prairie Protection Act, RSA 2000 c.F-19;

(k)

“Fire services” means the fire department established and organized by Leduc
County to provide fire protection within the boundaries of Leduc County and shall
include all members and fire services property;

(l)

“Municipal tag” means a tag or similar document issued by the county pursuant
to the Municipal Government Act that alleges a bylaw offence and provides a
person with the opportunity to pay an amount to the county in lieu of prosecution
of the offence;

(m)

“Open fires” means any fire that is not contained within a fire pit, burn barrel,
fireplace, barbeque or smudge fire;

(n)

“Peace officer” means a member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and any
bylaw enforcement officer or community peace officer appointed by the county
to enforce county bylaws;

(o)

“Person” means any individual, firm, partnership, association, corporation,
trustee, executor, administrator or other legal representative;

(p)

“Property” means a parcel of land including any structure;

(q)

“Prohibited debris” means any combustible waste that, when burned, may result
in the release to the atmosphere of dense smoke, offensive odours or toxic
substances;

(r)

“Recreational fire” means a fire confined within a non-combustible structure or
container, (fire pit) which is lit for the purpose of cooking, obtaining warmth or
viewing for pleasure and is fueled solely by dry wood;

(s)

“Structure” means any form of physical construction, whether built on site or
moved in, including but not limited to any building, fence, retaining wall,
scaffolding, shed portable shack, or other similar types of construction or
improvements;

(t)

“Smudge fires” means a fire which is lit for the purpose of protecting livestock
from insects using hay or straw (maximum one bale only);

(u)

“Violation ticket” means the same as in the Provincial Offences Procedures Act;
and
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(v)
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Prohibitions

“Windrow pile” means but not limited to wood, branches, tree stumps piled after
clearing of land in Windrows or piles for the purpose of burning.
PART 3 - FIRES AND FIRE PERMITS

No person shall light or cause to be lit any outdoor fire, or permit any outdoor fire upon
land owned or occupied by them or under their control, unless the person holds a valid
permit and subsisting fire permit or the fire is exempt from the requirement for a fire
permit under this bylaw.
No person shall burn or cause to be burned any prohibited debris.
Open fires shall not be permitted in hamlets, localities or residential subdivisions.
Burning of grass or stubble is not consistent with good agronomic practices and is
therefore prohibited.
Burning of hay or straw bales other than for the use as a smudge fire is prohibited; a fire
permit may be issued in special circumstances by the fire chief.
No person shall light a fire and let it continue to burn if that fire causes continuous physical
discomfort to any nearby residents.
Burning in areas of peat moss or peaty soil is prohibited.
Vehicle fires are prohibited.
No person shall light a fire that obstructs or causes disruption to traffic or roadways.
No person shall obstruct a peace officer, fire chief or fire guardian in the performance of
their duties pursuant to this bylaw or the FPAA.
During a fire ban or fire restriction no person shall discharge fireworks, light or burn an
open fire or smudge fire.
During a fire ban no person shall discharge fireworks, light or burn an open fire, smudge
fire, recreational fire or burn barrel.
No person shall light or burn a structure without a fire permit; prior to burning the
structure it will be knocked to the ground and moved to a safe burning location so as not
to cause an undue fire risk to other structures or forested areas. Asphalt shingles,
electrical wiring, insulation and any other prohibited debris must be removed prior to
burning.
No person shall leave any fire unattended.
4

Controlled fires (fire permit not required)
A fire permit is not required under this bylaw for a recreational fire (fire pit) on a
residential property provided that:
(a)

a minimum of 3 metres clearance, measured from the nearest fire pit edge is
maintained from buildings, property lines or other combustible material;

Burning Bylaw
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(b)

the fire pit shall be surrounded by non-combustible surface extending 1 metre in
circumference of the fire pit;

(c)

the fire pit height does not exceed 61cm when measured from the surrounding
grade to the top of the pit opening;

(d)

the fire pit opening does not exceed 1 metre in width or in diameter when
measured between the widest points or outside edge;

(e)

the fire pit installation has enclosed sides made from bricks, concrete blocks,
heavy gauge metal, or other non-combustible materials acceptable to the fire
chief;

(f)

a spark arrestor mesh screen with openings no larger than 1.25cm and
constructed of expanded metal is used to cover the fire pit opening in a manner
sufficient to contain and reduce the hazard of airborne sparks or embers; and

(g)

Prohibited Debris is not to be burnt in these Fire Pits.

A fire permit is not required for a residential burn barrel provided that it meets the
following specifications:
(a)

a container no larger than 210 litres and constructed of metal or other noncombustible materials;

(b)

the burn barrel must be located on a non-combustible surface extending at least
3 metres from the circumference of the container;

(c)

the burn barrel must be at least 15 metres from any property line, building,
structure or other combustible material;

(d)

a spark arrestor mesh screen with openings no larger than 7mm and constructed
of expanded metal is used to cover the barrel opening in a manner sufficient to
contain and reduce the hazards of airborne sparks.

(e)

Prohibited debris is not to be burned in burn barrels.

A fire permit is not required under this bylaw for a smudge fire.
A fire permit is not required for flaring associated to the operation, installation,
maintenance and/or repair of gas related plants, wells or gas lines.
A fire permit is not required for fires set for the purpose of training firefighters.
A fire permit is not required for enclosed wood burning or coal burning furnaces,
fireplaces and/or incinerators used for heating a dwelling or structure.
A fire permit is not required for any outdoor gas/propane appliances such as fire pits,
heaters or barbeques.
5

Fire permits
Upon receipt of an application for a fire permit the fire chief may, in his/her discretion,
refuse a fire permit or issue a fire permit with, or without, conditions.
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Fire permits shall include:
(a)

the full name and contact information of the permit holder;

(b)

the dates for which the permit is valid;

(c)

the location where the fire may be lit; and

all of which constitute terms and conditions of the fire permit.
Fire permits may include any further terms and conditions that the fire chief deems
advisable for the safe conduct of the fire.
Fire permits are not transferable from one permit holder to another or from one
location to another.
Fire permit shall be required year-round for all open fires at no cost to the permit
holder.
The permit holder who receives a fire permit under this bylaw does indemnify and save
harmless Leduc County from all liability arising out of the operations authorized by their
fire permit.
The person obtaining a fire permit under this bylaw is liable to pay the cost of fighting all
fires caused by any violation of the terms and conditions set out in their fire permit.
No person shall fail to comply with any terms or conditions set out in the fire permit or
this bylaw.
A fire permit may be suspended or cancelled at any time by a fire guardian, fire chief or
peace officer and on receiving notice of the suspension or cancellation the person
concerned shall immediately extinguish any fire set pursuant to the person’s fire permit.
6

Controlled fires (fire permit required)
All open fires require a fire permit year-round.
Debris disposal - agriculture, every person who, under authority of a fire permit, burns on
farm land brush or debris resulting from land clearing or agricultural activities shall
dispose of the brush or debris in a manner prescribed below:
(a)

Every person preparing to burn windrow piles of brush and debris shall ensure
before the fire is set that:
(i)

windrow piles must not be more than 60 metres in length and no more
than 5 metres in width, there must be 8 metres break between each
windrow pile;

(ii)

windrow piles are separated from other parallel windrow piles by not less
than 15 metres;

(iii)

the area containing the debris to be burned is completely surrounded by
a guard cleared of inflammable material to a width of not less than 15
metres;

Burning Bylaw
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7

(iv)

no windrow pile is closer than 25 metres to uncleared land or standing
hazardous fuels;

(v)

only one windrow pile shall be burned at a time.

(b)

Every fire must be controlled and attended by a responsible person or persons
approved by the fire chief or fire guardian.

(c)

The following minimum amount of equipment must be at the fire site:
(i)

1 - axe;

(ii)

2 - round mouth shovels;

(iii)

1 - water back pack and hand pump;

(iv)

1 - barrel of at least 200 litres of water; and

(v)

Such other tools as may be required by the fire chief of fire guardian.

Fire conditions/bans/restrictions
The fire chief in consultation with council, fire guardians and district fire chiefs, from time
to time set conditions to advise, restrict or ban all fires in Leduc County, whether requiring
a fire permit or not, when in the opinion of the fire chief, the prevailing environmental
conditions give rise to an increased risk of a fire running out of control.
The condition imposed above, shall remain in force until either the date provided in the
notice of the condition or until such time as the fire chief provides notice to the public the
condition is no longer in effect.
A notice of the condition shall be provided to the public. A notice may be in the form of
signs posted throughout Leduc County, in locations to be determined by the fire chief,
through a public service message on the local radio stations, or by any other means which
the fire chief determines is appropriate for the purpose of information the public.

8

Offences and penalties

PART 4 - ENFORCEMENT

A person who contravenes any provision of the bylaw is guilty of an offence.
A person who is guilty of an offence is liable to a fine in an amount of not less than that
established in Schedule A and not exceeding $10,000.
Without restricting the generality of Section 8.2, the fine amount set out in Schedule A is
established for use on municipal tags and violation tickets if a voluntary payment option
is offered.
A peace officer is hereby authorized and empowered to issue a municipal tag to any
person who the peace officer has reasonable and probable grounds to believe has
contravened any provision of this bylaw.
A municipal tag shall be served:
(a)

either personally; or
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(b)

by mailing a copy via registered mail to such person at their last known postal
address.

A municipal tag shall be in a form approved by the county manager and shall state:
(a)

the name of the person;

(b)

a description of the property upon which the offence has been committed, if
applicable;

(c)

the offence;

(d)

the specific penalty established by this bylaw for the offence;

(e)

that the penalty shall be paid within 30 days of the issuance of the municipal tag;
and

(f)

any other information as may be required by the county manager.

Where a municipal tag is issued pursuant to this bylaw, the person to whom the
municipal tag is issued may, in lieu of being prosecuted for the offence, pay to the
county the penalty specified within the time period indicated on the municipal tag.
If a municipal tag has been issued and if the specified penalty has not been paid within
the prescribed time, then the peace officer is hereby authorized and empowered to
issue a violation ticket pursuant to the Provincial Offences Procedures Act.
Notwithstanding Section 8.8, a peace officer is hereby authorized and empowered to
immediately issue a violation ticket pursuant to the Provincial Offences Procedures Act
to any person who the peace officer has reasonable and probable grounds to believe
has contravened any provision of this bylaw.
If a violation ticket is issued in respect of an offence, the violation ticket may:
(a)

state the specified penalty for the offence as set out in Schedule A herein; or

(b)

require a person to appear in court without the alternative of making a
voluntary payment.

A person who commits an offence may:
(a)

if a violation ticket is issued in respect of the offence; and

(b)

if the violation ticket specifies the fine amount established by this bylaw for the
offence, make a voluntary payment by submitting to a clerk of the provincial
court, on or before the initial appearance date indicated on the violation ticket,
the specified penalty set out on the violation ticket.
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When a clerk of the provincial court records the receipt of a voluntary payment
pursuant to Section 8.11 and the Provincial Offences Procedures Act, the act of
recording constitutes acceptance of the guilty plea and also constitutes a conviction and
the imposition of a fine in the amount of the specified penalty.
Nothing in this bylaw shall be construed to limit or hinder the ability of the county to
issue an order pursuant to Sections 545, 546 or 645 of the Municipal Government Act.
9

Severability
Each provision of this bylaw is independent of all other provisions. If any such provision is
declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, all other provisions of this bylaw will
remain valid and enforceable.

10

Strict liability offence
It is the intention of council that all offences created by this bylaw be interpreted to be
strict liability offences.

11

County manager

PART 5 - DELEGATION OF POWERS

Without restricting any other power, duty or function granted by this bylaw, the county
manager may:

12

(a)

carry out any inspections to determine compliance with this bylaw;

(b)

take any steps or carry out any actions required to enforce this bylaw;

(c)

take any steps or carry out any actions required to remedy a contravention of this
bylaw;

(d)

establish forms for the purposes of this bylaw;

(e)

refuse to issue a fire permit, or issue a fire permit with or without terms and
conditions as the county manager deems appropriate, acting reasonably; and

(f)

delegate any powers, duties or functions under this bylaw to an employee of the
county.

Bylaw precedence

PART 6 - TRANSITIONAL

This bylaw supersedes and takes precedence over all previously passed bylaws that
refer to burnable debris, as well as any previously passed resolutions that may be in
conflict with this bylaw.
13

Enactment
This bylaw shall come into force and effect upon receiving third and final reading and
signature thereof.

Read a first time this ___ day of ______, 2021.
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Read a second time this ___ day of ______, A.D. 2021.
Read a third time with the unanimous consent of the council members present and finally passed this ___
day of ______, 2021.

_____________________________________________
MAYOR
_____________________________________________
COUNTY MANAGER
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SCHEDULE “A”
Section

Offence

3.1

No person shall light or cause to be lit any
outdoor fire, or permit any outdoor fire upon
the land owned or occupied by them or under
their control, unless the person holds a valid
permit and subsisting fire permit or the fire is
exempt from the requirements for a fire permit
under this bylaw.
No person shall burn or cause to be burned any
prohibited debris.
Open fires shall not be permitted in hamlets,
localities or residential subdivisions.
Burning of grass or stubble is not consistent with
good agronomic practices and is therefore
prohibited.
Burning of hay or straw bales other than for the
use as a smudge fire (one bale only) is
prohibited, a fire permit may be issued in special
circumstance by the fire chief.
No person shall light a fire and let it continue to
burn if that fire causes continuous physical
discomfort to any nearby residents.
Burning in areas of peat moss or peaty soil is
prohibited.
Vehicle fires are prohibited.
No person shall light a fire that obstruct or
causes disruption to traffic or roadways.
No person shall obstruct a peace officer, fire
chief or fire guardian in the performance of their
duties pursuant to this bylaw or the FPPA.
During a fire ban or fire restriction no person
shall discharge fireworks, light or burn an open
fire or smudge fire.
During a fire ban no person shall discharge
fireworks, light or burn an open fire, smudge
fire, recreational fire or burn barrel.
No person shall light or burn a structure without
a fire permit, prior to burning the structure it
will be knocked to the ground and moved to a
safe burning location so as not to cause undue
fire risk to other structures or forested areas.
The asphalt shingles, electrical wiring, insulation

3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5

3.6
3.7
3.8
3.9
3.10
3.11
3.12
3.13

Municipal
Tags
$100.00

Violation
Tickets
$250.00

$100.00

$250.00

$100.00

$250.00

$100.00

$250.00

$100.00

$250.00

$100.00

$250.00

$100.00

$250.00

$100.00
$100.00

$250.00
$250.00

$100.00

$250.00

$250.00

$500.00

$250.00

$500.00

$100.00

$250.00
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3.14
4.1
4.2

and any other prohibited debris must be
removed prior to burning.
No person shall leave any fire unattended.
Recreational fire that does not conform with the
bylaw requirements.
Use of a residential burn barrel that does not
meet the specification of this bylaw.

$100.00
$100.00

$250.00
$250.00

$100.00

$250.00

Note: For any reoccurrence the fine amount for the municipal tag or violation ticket shall
double.

Surrounding Municipalities Survey
Open Burning Practices
Municipalities
Wetaskiwin County
Beaver County
Brazeau County
Strathcona County
Parkland County
Sturgeon County
Red Deer County
Lacombe County
Camrose County

Permitting Season
1 Mar to 31 Oct
Year Round
Year Round
Year Round
Year Round
Year Round *
Year Round
1 Mar to 31 Oct
1 Apr to 31 Oct

*Windrows can only be burned between Dec 1st to Mar 31st.

How Permits are Issued
Fire Guardian only
On-line & Fire Guardian
On-line
On-line
On-line & Fire Guardian
On-line & at Fire Hall
On-line
On-line
On-line

2. d) i) 11:00 a.m. C. Haverland &
C. Richards

Report to Council Workshop
Public
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REPORT NAME
Proposed Land Use Bylaw 7-08 amendment for clarification purposes – Medical cannabis exemptions.

IMPLICATIONS
Reason: To ensure clarity and consistency within the Land Use Bylaw 7-08
Authority (MGA section/bylaw/policy number): Land Use Bylaw 7-08

BACKGROUND
Planning & Development are proposing a minor amendment to the existing cannabis regulations within the Land
Use Bylaw. Prior to commencing a formal public hearing process, administration are presenting the nature of the
amendment to Council for information and discussion purposes. The primary purpose of the proposed
amendment is to provide clarity on what constitutes personal medical cannabis growth, and is therefore exempt
from the requirement of a development permit.
The reason an amendment of this nature is being considered is in response to concerns that cannabis production
facilities may be occurring on residential properties under the belief that planning permission is not required,
providing the cannabis being grown is for medicinal cannabis patients only.
Under current regulation, a Cannabis Production Facility is defined within the Land Use Bylaw as follows:
CANNABIS PRODUCTION FACILITY means an enclosed building, licensed by the Federal
Government, where Cannabis is grown for distribution (for medical or private retail purposes), and
typically includes the cultivating, propagating and/or harvesting of the Cannabis plant. Other
processes may include the packaging, shipping, testing and storage of Cannabis and Cannabis
related products.
Within the defined cannabis regulations of the Land Use Bylaw, the exemption that relates to personal medical
cannabis growth is prescribed as follows:
7.25.6 Any regulations within this Bylaw are not intended to include personal Cannabis growing
or possession limits as established by the federal and/or provincial government and includes both
the medical and/or recreational growing of Cannabis.
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The intent of regulation 7.25.6 is to provide clarity that a development permit is not required for 2 specific types
of cannabis growing, these are:
1. Growing up to 4 cannabis plants per household in accordance with the personal recreational growing
allowances outlined within the Federal Government’s Cannabis Act, and;
2. Allowing a medicinal cannabis patient to grow their own personal medical supply in accordance with a
licence issued by Health Canada and a prescription issued by a medical practitioner.
In order to provide clarification that regulation 7.25.6 is not intended to include scenarios where a
landowner/resident is renting out building(s) to non-resident individuals to grow cannabis, or where the
landowner/resident is growing cannabis for individuals who do not reside at the property, the following regulation
has been proposed:
A personal medicinal cannabis growing exemption considered under 7.25.6 shall be strictly limited
to the owner/resident of the parcel to which the medicinal cannabis licence applies. Where medical
cannabis is grown at a property for any other person(s) than the owner/resident of the residence
on that property, the use shall be considered a Cannabis Production Facility and all relevant
provisions of the Land Use Bylaw shall apply.

In summary, the purpose of the proposed amendment would be to provide clarity concerning the intent of
regulation 7.25.6 only, and not to change any existing considerations involving process, defined cannabis uses, or
their implementation within the County. Any amendments to the way in which cannabis uses are implemented
within the County, or the districts in which cannabis uses can be considered, should be considered through a
proponent-driven amendment application or during the formal Land Use Bylaw review process in order to allow
a thorough, impartial review of any proposals at that time.

ATTACHMENTS


Land Use Bylaw 7-08 extract – Cannabis Regulations.
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Land Use Bylaw 7-08 - Cannabis Regulations
Current Regulations:
7.25 Cannabis and Cannabis Related Uses
7.25.1 Setbacks of any Cannabis related use(s) from parks, schools and health care facilities
shall be implemented, at minimum, as per relevant Provincial Regulations at the time of
application.
7.25.2 No Cannabis shall be permitted to be grown outdoors.
7.25.3 On-site Cannabis sales shall not be permitted from any Cannabis Production Facility or
Cannabis Storage & Distribution Facility.
7.25.4 Hours of operation of any Cannabis related use shall be restricted at the discretion of the
Development Authority.
7.25.5 The sale of Cannabis shall not occur on the same premises as tobacco and/or liquor sales.
7.25.6 Any regulations within this Bylaw are not intended to include personal Cannabis growing
or possession limits as established by the federal and/or provincial government and
includes both the medical and/or recreational growing of Cannabis. Bylaw 22-18
7.25.7 Multiple Cannabis Production Facilities may be considered on an individual parcel
providing they comply with applicable provincial and/or federal rules/regulation/legislation
at the time a decision is administered. Bylaw 13-19
Proposed Additional Regulation:
7.25.X A personal medicinal cannabis growing exemption considered under 7.25.6 shall be
strictly limited to the owner/resident of the parcel to which the medicinal cannabis licence
applies. Where medical cannabis is grown at a property for any other person(s) than the
owner/resident of the residence on that property, the use shall be considered a Cannabis
Production Facility and all relevant provisions of the Land Use Bylaw shall apply.

Districts where a Cannabis Production Facility can be considered:
PERMITTED USE in the following districts:
a) BP – Business Park,
b) IND – Industrial,
c) IB – Industrial Business,
d) LI – Light Industrial,
e) MB – Manufacturing Business.
DISCRETIONARY USE in the following districts:
a) CH – Highway Commercial District,
b) CS – Service Commercial District,
c) AG – Agricultural District,
d) NSRV – North Saskatchewan River Valley District.

